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TO BE TOLD ABOUT,

NELICT. DON'T GET

YOUR KNICKERS
INA

LOVE. WHAT
1517

PROSPER?
ODD. HE'S
NOT DUE FOR
MONTHS, 15
HE?

o

I DO NOT POSSESS NO, NO, THAT'S OH, ASK THE GIRLS
THAT INFORMATION. FINE. I'LL SEE HIM TO JOIN US AFTER THEIR
I WILL ENQUIRE V1A IN THE RECEIVING i LESSONS HAVE FINISHED.
HIS ESCORT. ROOM. ASK HIM TO THEY'LL WANT TO SEE
WAIT, PLEASE. I'LL HIM TOO.
JUST NEED TO
WASH UP

FIRST.

ENOUGH!
WHICH OF THE THANK YOU.
SUB-CLAUSES
PRESENTS A

PROBLEM?
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WHERE THE
DEVILS ARE
THEY?

o, 15 ] S \
n
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Have you
missing! Have seen them,
you seen T0 DO
them?
They're not
within sight
of any of the
children.

WELL, I'M ] WELL, THEY MIGHT

SURE I DON'T , = HAVE GONE TO THE DEAD

KNO-- SN QUARTER, I SUPPOSE. THEY
I'm worried. MENTIONED WANTING

Where would NEW BOOKS. ¢

BUT YOU SHOULD LET THEM
ROAM! IT'S NOT GOOD FOR
GIRLS TO BE COOPED UP
LIKE THIS!

OH, THAT




I WISH WE
COULD JUST
FLY AWAY.

MMM?
SORRY?

I SAID I WISH
WE COULD JUST FLY
AWAY. OVER THE WALL
AND UP AND OUT AND
INTO THE CITY.

WOULDN'T
THAT BE
MAGICAL?

FLYING
WITCHES FROM
THE BONE TOWER,
THEY'D CRY; AS THEY
BURNED U5 AT
THE STAKE.

IF I COULD
FLY, I'D GO THE
OTHER WAY, OFF

THE MAP.

I'M NOT SURE
THAT YOU'VE
COMPLETELY
GRASPED THE
COURTESAN
THING, YOU
KNOW.

i HUSH,
DON'T SPOIL IT.
I'M DANCING.

WANTS TO
GO ANYWHERE
SOHE'?NE ELSE

NO, SILLY, WE'D BE

DISGUISED AS... AS

COURTESANS! YES,
COURTESANS!

WE'D GLIDE
INTO HIGH SOCIETY
AND DANCE AND
PROMENADE!

T

WHAT
IN ALL HELLS
DO YOU THINK

WHO




WELL? IT'S
BAD ENOUGH
DUCKING YOUR

M-HOTHER, WE'RE AT .
I, WE-- WAR! PEOPLE HOTHER Lok

TRY TO KILL A > NO TROUBLE

- ey RILLED.
TowER! 8 _ \ YOUR FATHER.

- \. Y HER MOTHER.

INVADED US.

DO YOU
THINK THEY'VE
GONE AWAY?

FORGOTTEN ALL
ABOUT IT?

WELL, NO, 'T THINK, IT WAS MINE. I'M BORED I WANT TO DO
CLEARLY NOT ’oﬁgg’gﬁ”ﬂ” OF LESSONS. I CAN THE REAL WORK
BUT I'D HAVE THAT'S THE INSCRIBE THE RUNES INSTEAD... BOND

THOUGHT-- PROBLEM! IN MY SLEEP. MYSELF iN LIKE

YOU HAVE.




ABSOLUTELY NOT.
YOU KNOW WHY

I'VE FORBIDDEN
THAT. I KNOW
/_ YOU'RE HOLDING
ME BACK. EVEN
&= THOUGH YOU'VE
DONE IT. /
)
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DAMN IT!
IDIOT GIRL. A ALDER, ASK
\ {  NANATOTEND  \_
SHE'LL BE OUT
HER. I MUST SEE
kRt A PROSPER NOW BUT
AFTER THAT.  / v )
&8\ T'LL BE THERE
B, WHEN I CAN.

f ARIEMMA,
YOU'LL GO BACK
UNDER GUARD. WE
VAT WILL DISCUSS
M\ THIS LATER.
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PROSPER, PLACE. IT'S A
I'M SORRY
qu KEEP

SIEGFRIED!
THEY DIDN'T

THE CATHEDRAL IN THEY'VE I WONDER
THE CITY TOOK TWO DONE THIS, PROSPER. WHAT I COULD GET
HUNDRED YEARS TO THE CHILDREN ARE DONE WITHOUT THE
BUILD, YET YOU'VE CEASELESSLY INVENTIVE, DISTRACTIONS OF THE
ONE TH THEY NEVER TIRE; NEVER PLEASURES OF THE
WHAT, TWELVE? STOP UNTIL IT'S FLESH? EH?P
AN FINISHED.

o RuIBLE
MAN. PLEASE EHOUEH,
$TOP

PROSPER. I'M
NEEDED ELSEWHERE.
WHAT DO YOU
WANT?

YOU KNOW, I'VE NEVER PROSPER, THEY'RE COMING FOR
REPRESENTED ANYONE YOU'RE AVOIDING YOU ONCE MORE.
WHO'S SECEDED BEFORE. LRl AF il  WHATEVER YOU'RE YOU HAVE TO LEAVE
IT'S AN INTERESTING — ] — HERE TO SAY. GET WHILE YOU STILL
AREA. TO TI}’EOIBNI:[?ODY CAN.

VERY LITTLE
REPEAT TRADE,
THOUGH.




THEY TRIED THAT
TEN YEARS AGO
WHEN MY GIRLS
WERE STILL
SMALL.

THAT GREY
ARMY NOW WEARS
WHITE AND GUARDS
OUR WALLS. LET
THEM COME.

THIS |15 DIFFERENT.

BUT THEY'RE IN

THEY'RE BRINGING THE PITCHED BATTLE
WHOLE EASTERN ARMY OVER THERE,
HOME FROM THE SURELY?
CAMPAIGN, JUST
FOR YOU.

You 1O

YOUR "WHITE NIGHT'
DELAYED IT FOR YEARS,
BUT VICTORY WAS ALWAYS
INEVITABLE. NOW,
YOU'RE NEXT.

DID YOU THINK
THEY WOULD SUFFER
TOWER OVER
THEM FOREVER?

THEY WILL BE
HERE BY WINTER!

AHHH... SIEGFRIED.
DO YOU IMAGINE I'D
LEAVE THE REST OF MY

CHILDREN BEHIND

TO SUFFER?

WHY ARE THEY
LETTING YOU TELL ME,
PROSPER? DO THEY
IMAGINE I'LL RUN
SCARED?

BECAUSE THEY WANT
YOU TO KNOW THAT
THERE'S NOTHING
YOU CAN DO.

THEY ARE
COMING TO
END YOU.

11

THEY MIGHT BE
COMING, PROSPER,
BUT I AM ALREADY

HERE. THIS IS MY

HOME. A PLACE

WHERE I KEEP US
ALL SAFE.

o
L NOT

I WIL
BE THREATENED.
EVER AGAIN.




I'M NOT SURE YOU
UNDERSTAND THE
SIGNIFICANC--

I'M NOT SURE
THEY UNDERSTAND, PROSPER!
HAVE THEY FORGOTTEN
WHO THEY'RE DEALING
WITH?

I DO
NOT LIVE IN THIS
CITY ON THEIR
FORBEARANCE,
BUT THEY ON

I HOLD, WE
LIKE NONE EVER
SEEN.

I WILL KEEP
ALL MY CHILDREN
SAFE AND IF THEY

FORCE ME TO
REMIND THEM OF

THAT AGAIN...

THEN I'LL
BURN THEIR
WHOLE ARMY
INTO ASH...

And
this city
with it
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PORCELAIN: A GOTHIC FAIRY TALE IS SET WITHIN A WORLD THAT’S
A MAGICAL ECHO OF OUR OWN. IT IS THE STORY OF CHILD, AN URCHIN,
WHO LEAVES BEHIND THE COLD STREETS OF A SNOWY CITY WHEN SHE

CLIMBS THE HIGH WALL INTO THE PORCELAIN MAKER’S GARDEN.

SUBSEQUENT BOOKS FOLLOW CHILD INTO ADULTHOOD, AND TELL THE
STORY OF ONE WOMAN’S GRAND AND TERRIBLE LIFE, AND THE
MARKS SHE LEAVES ON THE WORLD.

A GOTHIC FAIRY TALE ISBN: 978-1-4474-6131-9
BONE CHINA ISBN: 978-1-4733-2027-7
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Benjamin Read writes fairy tales - no matter what the medium. He is the
writer of the acclaimed PORCELAIN series, as well as the folk tale inspired
BRIAR, the silent comic BUTTERFLY GATE, and the children’s book NIGHT
POST. He wrote the TRUE GRIT and SUPER 8 comic adaptations, and also
wrote and produced the films ARMISTICE and 500 MILES NORTH. He

is one of the founder members of the Improper Books comics collective,
and is fuelled principally by tea and, increasingly, whisky.

www.benjaminread.co.uk
¥ @Bookpirate

Chris Wildgoose is a comic, storyboard and concept artist based in the
UK. Chris is mostly known for his work on titles for Improper Books such
as the PORCELAIN series, BRIAR and BUTTERFLY GATE. Most recently

he has worked on Vertigo’s CMYK YELLOW, DC’s GOTHAM ACADEMY and
Titan’s ASSASSIN’S CREED. Armed with naught but a pencil, ink and brush.

christianwildgoose.blogspot.co.uk
¥ @MrRiktus

André May is a comic colourist from Brazil. His interest in sequential
art made him pursue comic colouring, which has led to his participation
in series such as Improper Book’s PORCELAIN: A GOTHIC FAIRY TALE,
BOOM!’s SIX GUN GORILLA, and Eisner-nominated THE SPIRE.

saerus-coloring.deviantart.com

Jim Campbell is an Eagle and True Believer Award-nominated letterer
whose work can be seen in titles from BOOM Studios, Black Mask, Dark
Horse, Image, Madefire, Renegade Arts, Titan, and Zenescope. He also
contributed the lettering section to the book THE ART OF CARTOONING &
ILLUSTRATION.

www.jimcampbell-lettering.com
¥ @CampbellLetters

Improper Books is a publishing studio focusing on creator-owned stories
that have a touch of the fairy tale, the fantastical, or the otherworldly.

www.improperbooks.com
¥ @ImproperBooks
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ORE THAN A DECADE HAS PASSED, AND
MOTHER. HIDDEN BEHIND THE HIGH WALLS

UT - OFF FROM THE WORLD, SHE HAS SACRIF
| ’ TO KEEP HER CHILDREN SAF}E

1 |
AN ¥

. SET WITHIN A WORLD THAT’S A MAGICAL EC
" IVORY TOWER IS THE STORY OF MOTHER, A REVOLUTIONARY, WHO

~ MUST OVERCOME RUTHLESS ENEMIES AND THE DARK SECRETS OF

N PAST TO CARVE A NEW FUTURE FOR ALL HER'CHILDREN.
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