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Welcome, and thank you for picking this book of ours up to
read, no matter where you got it from. As I write this, the snow
is falling hard over Warwickshire, which feels very appropriate.
The book starts in the middle of a bitter winter in the City, and
was itself conceived from a fever-dream on a snowy winter’s
night a year or two ago. A dream about a girl, a walled garden
and a man with a secret...

Porcelain: A Gothic Fairy Tale is an enormously important book
to Chris and myself. It’s not only the first book to come out from
our independent studio, Improper Books, but it’s also our first
ever long-form comic/graphic novel/call-it-what-you-will. We've
done shorter stuff together, sure, such as True Grit and Super 8,
and our own Butterfly Gate, but this is our first real book. As
such it represents somewhat of a watershed moment for us as
creators, when we first stick our heads above the parapet of
comics and... well, hope not to have to duck, I guess.

It’s also enormously important to us because it's got our ALL

in. Not just a year of ink, sweat and tears, but everything we
hold dear as creators - fairy tales, dark secrets, gothic tragedy,
monsters, villains, love and heartbreak - all the stuff that makes
us both tick creatively and that we put Improper Books together
to tell stories about. It’s all in there and I sincerely hope you like
it as much as we do.

Benjamin Read
Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire
19th January, 2013









BUT (T'S MY
IDEA 5O WE'S
DOING [T, IT'5 A ;
BLOODY WIZARD'S >
HOUSE THOUGH, TWO-HAT
BELLE! HE'S 6OT T:EElgERTM‘IJéHJE':'éR
MONSTERS. . TOME ACK
OoutT.

NO SUCH THING = SHUT IT! WE'S PAST CURFEW.
AS WIZARDS. WE'LL ALL BE FOR THE DROP
LOOK AT THE . : IF THEY COP US.

BLOODY PLACE. I 3AY SHE
THEM GATES ARE i GOES.
WORTH MORE THAN i
MY HOUSE.

| o HERE YOU KNOW!
I AIN'T ROBBING NO
11— ; WIZARD MONSTER.
MONSTERS : : 5 : NOW GET IN, OR I'LL
ARE THE LEAST GUT YOU AND SELL YOU

OF YOUR 5 TO THE BODY MARKET...
WORRIES. . i Y I STILL E:T EITHER
[ ; 4 WAY.

OH, THAT'S
RIGHT GO0OD

GET Z
i N TEHE%Eq il F ‘B H#ﬂT‘LL
D GET BACK - - BE?
OUT WITH SOME = 5 { 1AIN'T :
SHINY, WE'LL - ;
WATCH OUT
FORYA. /




GET ON
WITH IT, YOU
COWARDLY

IF SHE GETS
OUT ALINE, I'M
GOING TO GUT

HER.




PAST CURFEW AND
ON THE ROB? YOU
LOT ARE GONNA
DANGLE.

NO, CONSTABLE, WE SAW A
GIRL GO IN THERE. SHE'S A
THIEF, YOU SHOULD GO
AN' STOP HER.

OH, You
SHOULD HAVE
SAID...

IF SHE'S
PAST THAT WALL,
SHE'S BEYOND ALL &
HELP. I'D WORRY
ABOUT YOUR OWN
NECK, GIRL.
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WHAT IN
THE NAME OF
ALL DEVILS DO
YOU THINK YOU'RE
DOING IN MY
GARDEN?

IS THIS NOT THE
LOCATION FOR
THE WINTER
BALL, SIr?
WELL? THEY
HANG THIEVES,
YOU KNOW.

THE WINTER
BALL? £

NO? THEN
IT APPEARS I
MUST BE QUITE
, LOST.

WOULD YOU DO
ME THE COURTESY OF
H'ESCORTING ME TO

THE GATE, SIR?
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IT WOULD

BE MY PLEASURE,
MA'A iy

THIS
WAY, IF YOU
PLEASE.

MY! WHAT
A CHARMING PLACE
YOU HAVE. JUST LIKE THE
PLACE WHAT I WAS
ATTENDING AT.

I CAN SEE

& HOW YOU COULD |

HAVE BECOME
CONFUSED.

YES, YOU
SHOULD HAVE
A BETTER SIGN = b _

= h"-.',;. =
E

T
AL

e
0.

=

" on




MAGOG GUARD
ME WELL.

A GOOD
JOB I HEARD
THEM OR YOU MIGHT
HAVE BEEN ‘LOST'
PERMANENTLY.

CHARMIN'
PLACE. SHAME
ABOUT CERTAIN
THINGS, OF
COURSE,

I'LL GIVE [T SOME
THOUGHT, THANK YOU.
THE GATE 15 THIS
WAY, MA'AM.

SHOULD HAVE A SIGN FOR THEM AS
WELL. YOU CLEARLY NEED MORE
SIGNS ROUND HERE. ‘

THANKING
YOu.

I MAKE MY Lovely
BUTLER PUT SIGNS o house,
EVERYWHERE. you--

YOU LOOK
’ . F HALF-STARVED.
ARE YOU WELL? 1 WHEN DID YOU
DID THE DAMN v I 7 o LAST EAT?
BEASTS BITE s 2 . >
Your
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DAY?
DEVILS!

WOULD You
CARE TO JOIN ME FOR
HIGH TEA? WE CAN AT
LEAST SEND YOU OUT

WARM AND FED.

Ce you
have them
Hige little

eakes”

I'M SURE WE
CAN FIND

ALLOW ME
TO ESCORT
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I SHALL HAVE
TO GET ONE OF

YES, THEY'RE ALL
THE RAGE, I'M
TOLD.

BLIMEY!
NICE DRUM!

THANK
YOU. LET'S FIND
SOMEWHERE A BIT
MORE INTIMATE TO
TAKE TEA--

! INDEED.




Benjamin Read writes comics and makes films. He wrote the multiply
award-nominated PORCELAIN: A GOTHIC FAIRY TALE, the silent comic
BUTTERFLY GATE, and the children’s book NIGHT POST, as well as

the TRUE GRIT and SUPER 8 comic adaptations. He also wrote and
produced the films ARMISTICE and 500 MILES NORTH. He is one of the
founder members of the Improper Books comics collective, and is fuelled
principally by tea and whimsy. He is currently working on the rest of the
Porcelain sequence.

www.benjaminread.co.uk
¥ @Bookpirate

Chris Wildgoose is an illustrator, and conceptual and storyboard artist.
Northern born, but London based, Chris made his comic debut with the
official TRUE GRIT and SUPER 8 comics and has been working towards

doing some good in comics ever since.

christianwildgoose.blogspot.co.uk
¥ @MrRiktus

André May is a comic colourist from Brazil. His interest in sequential art
made him pursue comic colouring, which has led to his participation in
series such as PORCELAIN: A GOTHIC FAIRY TALE with Improper Books,
SIX GUN GORILLA with Boom!, and LA LEGENDE DOREE with Vents
d’Ouest. Other than that, his life story is pretty uninteresting. He does hope
people enjoy his work though.

saerus-coloring.deviantart.com

Jim Campbell is an Eagle and True Believer Award-nominated letterer
whose work can be seen in titles from BOOM! Studios, Black Mask, Dark
Horse, Image, Madefire, Renegade Arts, Titan, and Zenescope. He lives and
works in darkest Nottinghamshire and maintains a blog on matters relating
to comics, lettering and other random musings.

www.jimcampbell-lettering.com
¥ @CampbellLetters

Improper Books is a publishing studio focusing on creator-owned stories
that have a touch of the fairy tale, the fantastical, or the otherworldly.

www.improperbooks.com
¥ @ImproperBooks
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TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED, AND CHILD HAS GROWN INTO A LADY.
SOLE INHERITOR OF UNCLE’S SECRETS AND WEALTH, SHE HAS
BECOME ISOLATED BEHIND THE HIGH WALLS SHE ONCE CLIMBED.

SET WITHIN A WORLD THAT’S A MAGICAL ECHO OF OUR OWN, BONE CHINA
IS THE STORY OF LADY, AN ALCHYMIST, WHO MUST FORGE HER OWN PATH
THROUGH THE COMPLEXITIES OF LOVE, POLITICS, AND WAR.

ISBN: 978-1-4733-2027-7
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT

|"|‘gl(’)'(':i‘l:‘r WWW.IMPROPERBOOKS.COM






CHILD'S JOURNEY OVER THE WALL CHANGES HER LIFE
FOREVER WHEN SHE MEETS THE PORCELAIN MAKER.

SET WITHIN A WORLD THAT'S A MAGICAL ECHC OF OQUR OWN,
PORCELAIN IS THE STORY OF CHILD, AN URCHIN, WHO LEAVES
BEHIND THE COLD STREETS OF A SNOWY CITY WHEN SHE CLIMBS
THE HIGH WALL INTO THE PORCELAIN MAKER'S.GARDEN.

“A GORGEOUS, GETHIC FEVER DREAM, BEAUTIFUL AND TERRIFYING AND FUNNY
AND SAD ALL AT ONCE. IT IS ALSO THAT PRECIOUS RARITY, A PERFECT COMIC.”
LEV GROSSMAN (THEMAGICIANSERHE MAGICIAN’'S LAND)

“CREEPRY, COMPELLING AND BEAUTIFULLY REALISED.”
KURT BUSIEK (ASTRO CITY, MARVELS)

ISBN 978-1-4474-b131-9

20000
9 '781447"461319 - USD 52099
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$26.99 / GBP £12.99
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